Sensible urban planning considerably expands the market for bicycle use!

Governments do not determine where and over what distances people travel. However they can influence it – and so can municipalities. This applies specifically to planning developments which are relevant to the bicycle policy. Table 5 clearly illustrates this: people who live a maximum of 3 km from (sub) centres of towns travel short distances more frequently than people who live further away from (sub) centres or in smaller municipalities (27% compared to 22 to 23% journeys up to 3 km). This means that new business and, more particularly, residential locations should not be built on the edges of expanding urban districts, but within the daily cycling distance (3 km) of (sub) centres of large and medium-sized towns. And if there is no room: rather a new town or new (sub) centre than a new Vinex location.

Table 5 Percentage of journeys up to 3 km (in %) for residents of various residential locations

	Residential location

	% journeys 0-3 km

	G4*, within 3 km of town (sub) centre
	27.5

	Towns with 50,000-200,000 inhabitants, within 3 km of town (sub) centre
	26.1

	G4*, outside 3 km of town (sub) centre
	22.8

	Towns with 50,000-200,000 inhabitants, outside 3 km of town (sub) centre

	21.8

	Municipalities with fewer than 50,000 inhabitants
	23.6


*G4 = Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague, Utrecht

Source: OVG 1995-1998, In: MuConsult Towards a vision of junctions (appendix sub project 2, 2001

Fietsverkeer no. 4 October 2002, page 4

